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Right Honourable 


Peter Lord King, 


Baron of Ockbam, 
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Lord High Chancellour 
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GREAT BRITAIN: 


The following Sermon is moſt humbly 
Dedicated, as a publick Teſtimony of 
the ſincereſt Gratitude, by his Lord- 
ſhip's 


Moſt Oblig'd, 
molt Obedient, and 


moſt humble Servant, 


F. Fox, 
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Marr. XXIII. 23. 
Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypo- 


® crites; for ye pay Tithe of Mint, and 
- Aniſe, and Cummin, and have omitted 
the weightier Matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Mercy and Faith: theſe ought ye 
to have done, and not to leave the other 
” emaone. | 


= 
" 


E Buſincſs of an Aſige being 
l to hear and determine Caziſes, 
all reſpecting the Rights and Pro- 
pertics, the Lives and Liber- 

— tics of Men; and a due Re- 
* to Juſtice, Mercy an1 Fidelity, being 
n an eſpecial manner neceſlary in all 
ſuch Determinations, I could not think 


of any Text more ſuitable to the preſent 
Occaſion. * 


In this, and the following Verſes, our 
Lord accuſes the Scribes and Phariſees of 
great Hypocriſie, telling them in Effect, 
that provided they could but make a far 


Appearance before Men, they had little or 
no Regard to the inward 74 


mper of their 
Minds, 
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Minds, nor whether their Hearts were 
pure or not pure; that they were very 
ſcrupulous about things of Vr Moment, 
and at the ſame time ventured on the 
Commiſion of the molt grofs and moſt a- 
bominable Sins. Ceremonies and poſitive 
Inſtitutions they were very fond of, and 
they took great Pains, and uſed much Dili- 
gence about them; but chat which God 
principally required, that for the Sake of 
which Ceremonies, and all the external 
Duties of Religion, were commanded, 
namely, the Moral and ſubſtantial Parts 
of Religion ; theſe they took little care 


of. For this their great Hypocriſy our 


Lord in the Text denounces a ſevere 
Wo againſt them. Ve unto you Scribes, 
Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for ye pay Tithe of 
Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier Matters of the Lazy, 
Fudement, Mercy and Faith: theſe ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
andone. Our 'Blefied Saviour did not 
condemn them for T ithing Mint, and 
Aniſe, and Cummin, nor tor obſerving 
any, even the ſmalleſt Point of inſtituted 
Religion ; no, on the contrary, He tells 
them they ought ſo to do; conſequently 
they did well in doing thereof, What 
our Lord condemn'd them for was, their 
reſting in theſe outward Duties, and 
laying a greater Streſs on the Practice 
of them, than the Nature of them would 

Da admit, 
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the weighticr Matters of the Law. 7 
"admit, and preferring them before the 
6 moral and /ubſtantial Duties of Reli- 
gion, Which are of natural and eternal 
Obligation. 

In diſcourſing of this Subject, I ſhall 


enquire, 


Firſt, What thoſe Duties are, which 
we _ call the 7/8 weighty Mat- 
ters the Law. 

end hy What thoſe Duties are, which 
our Lord here ſtiles He weightier 
Matters of the Law. 

Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour, by the moſt 
powerful Motives I can think of, to 

= prevail with you ſeriouſly to practiſe 

= the werehtier Matters of the Law, 
54 as weil as thoſe of leſs Moment and 
= Concern. 


— Firſt, I ſhall enquire what thoſe Duties 
are, which we may call the /eſs weighty 
3 | Matters of the Law. For our Bleſſed 
| = Saviour ſpeaking in the Text of the 
= zwwerghtier Matters or Duties of the Law, 
: that plainly ſuppoſes that there are ſome 

Duties required by God, which are of 
© leis Weight and Moment ; and which, 
© though we ought not to deſpiſe or neg- 
lect them, yet much /e Streſs is to be 
EY 2 laid upon them than upon the Neightier 
Matters of the Law. Among the Ferzws, 
3 _ the Precepts reſpecting the Ceremonies 
| Z and 
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8 Judgmont, Mercy and Fidelity, | 
and Sacrifices appointed in the Law of 
Moſes are of this Sort. In like Manner, 
the Precept of the Sabbath, and in ge * 
neral _—_ the inſtrumental Duties of Re- 
ligion, may be ſtiled the / wwerghty 
Matters of the Law. For there may be 
Reaſons which will juſtihe a Perſon be— 
fore God and Man, for omitting to offer 
Sacrifice, or for doing ſome ſervile and 
laborious Work on the Sabbath-Day 

but no Reaſon can be aſſign'd, which Nl 
juſtifie or excuſe a Perſon for Oppreſſion, 
or being unjuſt, cruel, or unmerciful, 
The Laws therefore of juſtice, of Mercy, 
and of Charity, are greater and werghtici 
than thoſe which command Duties ot 
politive Inſtitution, which have no intrinſic 
Goodneſs in them. With Reſpect to us 
Chriſtians, the /eſs weighty. Matters of 
the Law of God are ſuch as theſe; Prayer, 
Faſting, hearing the Word of God, re- 
ceiving the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, reading the Scriptures, Medita- 
tion, and all other circumſtantial Parts 
and Duties of Religion. Theſe indeed 
are Duties not to be careleſly neglected, 
much leſs ſhould they be deſpiſed by us; 
if they be, we fin againſt God, who has} 
commanded us to practiſe them. But ; 
we lie under a great and a dangerous 
Miſtake, if we imagine, that when weÞ 
have perform d theſe Duties, we have} 


done all that God requires; or if we 
think 
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the werehtier Matters of the Law. 9 


As 


ink the Practice of theſe Duties ſuffi- 
ent to denominate us good Men, and 


good Chriſtians, and to gain us Admit- 
tance into the Kingdom of Heaven. For 
our Redeemer has aſſured us in Words 
too plain to be miſtaken and miſunder- 
ſtood, that, whatever Pretenſions Men 
may make, he will bid the Iorkers of 
Tniquity to depart from him; and that 
except we be born of Mater, and of the _ 
Spirit, except we be converted, and become 
as little Children, we ſhall not entcr into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

If we conſider the Nature and End 
of the inſtrumental Duties of Religion, 
thoſe I mean, which are only of politive 
Inſtitution, we ſhall find that they have 
only a relative Goodneſs in them ; they 
were not commanded by God becaulſc 
they are good, but they are good becauſe 


they are commanded. And they' are 


commanded, not for any intrinſick Excel- 


lency there is in them abſolutely con- 


ſidered, but becauſe they are, or may, 
at leaſt they ought to be, ſubſervient to 
engage and prevail with us to practiſe 
thoſe Duties, which have a natural and 
moral Goodneſs in them, and which we 
mould have been oblig'd to practiſe, al- 
though God had never given us any Re- 
yelation of his Will in the Holy Scriptures. 
And this brings me to enquire, 


wy 


B Secontiy, 


10 Fudement, Mercy, and Fidelity, 


Secondly, What thoſe Duties are which 
our Lord here ſtiles the werghtier Matters 
of the Law ; for the Negle& of which, 
he denounces a Wo againſt the Scribes 
and Phariſees. Vo unto you Scribes, Pha- 
rifees, and Hypocrites ; for ye pay Tithe, 
&c. Now what theſe Duties are, we 
may learn from the Inſtances mentioned 
by our Bleſſed Saviour in the Text, which 
are Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, or Fide- 
{ity ; Duties of a moral Nature, and per- 
petual Obligation; Duties which no Man 
or Body of Men can without Guilt de- 
part from, or give a Diſpenſation to any 
others, ſufficient to excuſe before God 
their not complying with them. 

Both the Law of Nature, and the 
Law of Revelation, enjoyn the Practice 
of all moral Duties ; by which I under- 


{tand all thoſe Duties, which ariſe from 
the Conſideration of the Reaſon and Na- 


ture of 'Things, of our ſelves, and the 
Relations we are in, and the Attributes 
and Perfections of God; as that we love 


God and one another, that we do no In- 


jury to any one, and that we be always | 


ready to do all the good we can, Ge. 


Now it is uſual in Holy Writ to eä 


preſs theſe Duties by one or more genera! 
Words, which include under them all the 
reſt. Thus in the Prophecy of Micab, 
Chap. 6. 8. the Prophet having in the 
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Verſes I 


ce 


e r 


or Fidelity. 


vailed with, by 


the zweightier Matters of the Law. 11 


Verſes before, introduc d one enquiring 
What Method he muſt take to pleaſe God, 


and to recommend himſelf to his Favour ; 
Whether this might be done by making 
large Offerings, and Burnt-oferings ? The 


Anſwer given to this Queſtion is, in Effect, 


No ; this was not the only Way to pleaſe 
God. There was ſomething more re- 
quired, For he hath ſhewed thee, O 
Man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God? Our Blefled Lord reduces the 


gocightier Matters of the Law to theſe 


two Heads, Matt. 22. 37, Gc. the Love 


of God, and the Love of our Neighbour ; 


telling us, that the dumm and Subſtance 


of the Moral Law is comprehended under 


theſe two Precepts. St. Paul, Tit. 2. 17, 


12. ſpeaking of the Deſign of the Goſpel, 


reduces the great Points of Religion to 


theſe Heads, That Men deny all Unzodli- 
meſs and worldly Lifts, and that they 


ice ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the 
preſent World. And in the "Text, our 
Lord reduces the weightier Matters of 


the Law to Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, 


The Scribes and Phariſees 


probably were Judges in ſome Caſes, and 
had the Execution of the Laws commit- 
ted to them ; and it is not unlikely, but 
that they ſuffer d themſelves to be pre- 
the Conſiderations of 
Friend- 
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12 Judgment, Mercy, and Fidelity, 
Friendſhip, Relation, and other corrupt 
Motives, to give partial and wrong Judg- 
| ments in the Cauſes that came before 
| them; which may be the Reaſon why 
our Lord here particularly mentions Jude- 
ment. Judgment too may include all 
Acts of Frſtice, as Mercy does every Act 
of Kindneſs, Beneficence and Charity, all 
that good which we are capable of do- 
ing to the Souls and Bodies of Men. 
Some interpret Faith to ſignifie Fidelity, 
and then it implies Faithfulneſs in making 
1 and performing all our Agreements and 
"| Contracts, that we are true to our Word 
| and Promiſes, &c. It is moſt certain, that 
| by the eweightier Matters of the Law, 
| we are to underſtand all thoſe Duties 
1 which are "of natural and moral Obli- 
1 ration, reſpecting God, our Neighbour, 
and our ſelves ; that we love God above 
all things, fear his Threatnings, truſt in 
his Providence, and hope in his Promiſes ; 
4 that we imitate him in all his imitablc 
4 Perfections, his Juſtice, his Holineſs, his 
= Truth, his Goodneſs, his Mercy, Ge. 
With Reſpect to our Neighbour, Rigbte- 
orfneſs or Juſtice is of a much larger Ex- 
tent, than it is, I doubt, commonly thought 
to be; for it includes not only Honeſt; 
and Uprightneſs in our Dealings, in Op— 
potition to Deceit and Fraud, Truth and 
Fidelity, in Oppoſition to Lying, Falſe- 
hood, and Breach of our Word and 
| | "0 Pro- 
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” Promiſes; but it takes in likewiſe all 
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the weightier Matters of the Law. 13 


thoſe Duties, which are incumbent upon 


us in our reſpective Stations and Rela- 


tions; as Magiſtrates or Subjects, as Mi- 


niſters or People, as Husbands or Wives, 
as Parents or Children, as Maſters or 
Servants, or in whatever other Capacity 


ue may conſider our ſelves. For the 


Duties ariſing from the different Relations 
and Circumſtances People are in, are Du- 
ties required by the great Law of Juſtice. 
In few Words, the Apoſtle has ſumm'd 
up the wweightier Matters of the Law, in 
thoſe comprehenſive Words, Phil. 4. 8. 
where he requires us to think of and practiſe. 
Il hatfoever things are true, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are fut, 


whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
things are lovely, whatſoever things are 


of good report. 

One thing I would obſerve, before I 
diſmiſs this Head; namely, when the 
Practice of theſe Duties flows from a Prin- 
ciple of Love and Obedience to God, 
when they proceed from that new Nature 
which the Goſpel was deſign'd to beget 
in us, they are properly Chriſtian Vertues, 
and as ſuch rewardable by God]; but if in 
doing them we intend nothing more than 
to gain a Reputation, or promote our 
own Eaſe, and Convenience, or Intereſt, 
in this World, they are not Chriſtian 

Ver- 
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Vertues, nor rewardable by God; for 


we cannot reaſonably hope to receive 4 
Reward from God for doing what wa; 
never done for his Sake, nor in Obedience 


to him, but only to ſerve and pleaſ: | 


our ſelves. 

But alas! theſe Duties are much bet. 
ter known than practiſed ; at leaſt, People 
may know them if they will ; for they 
are manifeſt not only by the Light ot 
Nature, but by the revealed Will of 
God in the Holy Scriptures; not to inſiſt 
on the Motions of the Holy Spirit of God, 
who ſuggeſts theſe Things to the Minds 
of Men, tho we cannot always diſtinguiſh 
the Motions and Operations of the Holy 


Spirit from the workings of our own 
Minds. 


But tho' theſe Duties are known, it is 


notwithſtanding evident, that People are 
very defective in the Practice of them; 
it ſhall be my Buſineſs therefore in the 


Third Place, by the moſt powerful Mo- 


tives I can think of, to prevail with you 
ſeriouſly to ſet about the Practice of 


theſe Duties which are the wweightier Mat- 


ters of the Law, as well as thoſe which 
are of /cſs Moment and Concern. And, 

Firſt, If we neglect to practiſe the 
weightier Matters of the Law, nog other 
Service that we perform will be accept- 
able and pleaſing to God, 


Secondly, 
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tho weizhtier Matters of the Lam. 15 
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7 Secondly, By the Practice thereof, we 


reſemble and imitate God, 
” Thirdly, The Practice of theſe Duties 
renders us dear to, and beloved by God. 


Firſt, If we negle& to practiſe the 


| weightier Matters of the Law, no other 


Service that we perform will be accept- 
able and pleaſing to God. If we ſtudy 
the Holy Scriptures with the greateſt Care 
and Diligence, and are never fo exact and 
critical in the Knowledge of them; tho 
we ſhould faſt and pray often, and dili- 
gently hear the Word of God, and take 
every Opportunity of receiving the Holy 
Sacrament, and that with the greateſt 
ſceming Devotion ; yet if our Souls are 
unholy and impure ; if we be deſtitute 
of the Love of God, and the Love of our 
Neighbour ; if we negle& the Duties of 


our reſpective Places and Stations; if we 


be proud, conceited, cenſorious, and full 
of Malice and Envy; if we detract from 
our Neighbours juſt Worth, or by $/ander 
and Eoil-ſpeaking rob him of his Repu- 


tation and goed Name, which is more 
valuable, and rather to be choſen than 


great Riches ; if we diſhonour the Name 
of God by profane Swearing and Curling, 
or bind our Souls by ſolemn Oaths, and 
notwithſtanding are unmindful of the Ob- 


ligations they lay upon us; if we live 
in Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, are de- 


ceitful 


16 Judgment, Mercy, and Fidelity, 
ceitful and falſe, baſe and treacherous ; 
in few Words, if we allow our ſelves in 
any of theſe or ſuch like Sins, what does 
all our Leal for the circumſtantial and 


outward Part of Religion, all our Know- 
ledge, all our Prayers, all the Sacraments ® 
we partake of, profit us, what good do 
they do us? When Hypocriſy is diſco- 
vered, and laid open before Men, it 
renders the guilty the juſt Objects of Con- | 
tempt and Scorn. And with Reſpect to 
God, from whoſe all-ſeeing Eye neching 5 
can be hid, the Reaſon of our own Minds 


would tell us, were the Scriptures wholly 


filent in the Caſe, that the Services of 


thoſ> who are diſobedient to his Laws, 
are ſo far from being acceptable, that they 


are an Abomination to him. For nothing 
ſhort of a ſincere and hearty 279 — 3 
can 


to obey his wiſe and righteous La 


give us Hopes of being accepted by him. 
Prayers and Sacraments, and all other 


Means of Grace, are not required for their 
own Sakes, or by Reaſon of any Vertuc 
and Holineſs bee is in them, abſolutely 


conſidered; but they are relative Datie: 


appointed 'by God, for a higher and no- 
bler End; namely, to boget in us a Like- 
neſs and Reſemblance of himſelf, to mak 


us Partakers of a divine Nature, and | 
fruitful in all good Works ; that we may | 


abound in all the Works of Righteouſneſs, 
which 
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the twerohtier Matters of the Law. 19 
iich are by Feſus Chriſt to the Praiſe 
g Glhry of God; and that we may, as 
Pon as poſſible, become ſincerely Righteous 
end Hoh, as God is infinitely pure and 
Holy. I might confirm this by citing * 
gumerous Texts from the Old and New 
lo Teſtament; but I perſuade my ſelf this 
0- Zeannot be neceſſary before a Chriſtian 
it Congregation, who have the Holy Scrip- 
n- tures in a Language they ardaftind ; 
to hecauſe many Places of Scripture, as 1 
1g Have been ſpeaking, muſt have occurr'd, 
ds to eſtabliſh them in the Belief of this im- 


1 C portant 

of xxß — — 

76 Among the many Texts, reducible to this Head, 
a Kc following deſerve a particular Attention. 

CY X © 1 Sam. 15.22. Hath the Lord as great Delight 

ng in Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices, as in obeying the 


LON "X Voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is berter than 
FF Sacrifice; and to hearken than the Fat of Rams. 
al f Prov. 15. 8. The Sacrifice of the wicked is Abo- 


lim. F mination to the Lord: but the Prayer of the Up- 

nher Fight is his Delight. See likewiſe Ja. 1. ver. 1, 
„to Verſe 17. 

er © Marr. 5. 20. 1 ſay unto you, That except your 

tue FF Righteonſneſs ſhall exceed the Richreouſueſt or the 


FX Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no Caſe enter into 
ies. the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 
"RF © Matr.y.13. Go ye, and learn what this meaneth, 
„Iwill have Mercy, and ror Sacrifice. 
ke- © Rom. 2. 28, 29. He is not a ee which is one 
e BE 9ntwwardly ; neither is that Circumciſion which is 
8s outward in the Fleſh : But he is a % which is 
one inwardly ; and Circumciſion is that of the 
may FF Heart, in the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whoſe 
120%, * Praiſe is not of Men, but of God. 
2 Y "of . . . | 4 Uuci -- 
71 Cor. 7. 19. Circumciſion is nothing, and ö 
e cumciſion is nothing, but the keeping the Command 
X ments of God, See Gal. 5.6. Gal. 6. 15. 
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portant Truth. There is another Reaſon 
too, Why this is not neceſſary, becauſe BY, 
what I have ſaid, like a fir/# Principle, 
carries its own Evidence along with it; 
namely, that unleſs we forſake our Sins, 
and amend our Ways, and our Doings, no 
Service we can perform is acceptable and 


pleaſing to God. 


A ſecond Motive to prevail with you to- 
practiſe the wwerehtier Matters of the Law 
1s, that by ſo doing we reſemble and imi- I 
tate God. Both Reaſon and Revelation“ 
conſpire to give us this Notion of God, 
that he is a holy, good, juſt, and merciful Þ* 


Being ; all therefore who would truly re- 


ſemble and imitate God, muſt become 
holy, good, juſt, merciful, &c. otherwiſe Þ 
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they cannot be like unto him; and if we IC 


be not like God, we can never be happy ' 


in the Enjoyment of him. We are there- 


fore in the Holy Scriptures exhorted, ur- Þ 


ged, and preſſed to labour after a Reſem- 
blance to God; and this is uſed as an 
Argument to prevail with us to practiſe 
the great and ſubſtantial Duties of Reli- 
gion, that by ſo doing, we ſhall be the 
Children of our Heavenly Father. Accord- 
ingly we may obſerve, that our Bleſſed 
Lord, having in his Divine Sermon on the 
Mount, delivered ſome of the moſt exalted 
Precepts' and Duties of his Religion, as 
Purity of Heart, humgring and thirſting 
after Righteouſneſs, loving of N aud 
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doing good to thoſe who hate us; He in- 
forces the Practice of them by this very 
Argument, Matt. 5. 45. That ye may be 
is, he Children of your Father which is in 
no Haren; for he maketh the Sun to riſe on 
nd 7 he evil, and on the good, and ſendeth rain 
n the juſt, and on the unjuſt; adding, 
to] ver. 48. Be ye therefore perfett, as your 
w Father which is in Heaven is perfett. In 


ni- like manner, St. Paul having in the Con- 
on] cluſion of the 45% Chapter of his Epiſtle to 
od, the Epheſians, exhorted them to put away 


ful al Bitterneſs, Wrath, and Anger, and Cla- 
re- nnour, and Evil-ſpeaking, with all Malice; 
me and to be kind one to another, tender-heart- 
iſe ed, foreiving one another, even as God for 
we Chriſt e Sake had forgiven them; he in- 
Py forces the Practice of theſe Duties in the 
re- Beginning of the 55 Chapter, telling 
ur- them that hereby they would be Followers 
n. fand Imitators of God: Be ye therefore 
an FFollowers of God, as dear Children, and 
tiſe Ia in Love, as Chriſt allo hath loved us. 
eli- FThat by practiſing the moral and ſubſtan- 
the tial Duties of Religion, we reſemble and 
rd- imitate God; I will only farther add 
led the Teſtimony of St. Peter, 1 Ep. 1. 14, 
the ÞÞ5. As obedient Children, ſays he, not Fa- 
ted Ibioning your (elves according to the former 
as BLufts in your Tenorance : But as be which 
bath called you is Holy, ſo be ye Holy in all 
manner of Converſation ; —_— it is Write 
ten, Be ye Holy, for I am Holy. 
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Thirdly, To prevail with you to practiſe 
the weighticr Matters of the Law, let it 
be conſidered, that this renders us dear to 
God, and beloved by him. I might make 
this manifeſt from the Promiſes made to 
righteous and good Men, as that the pure 
in Heart ſhall ſee God, and from ſeveral 
other Places in Holy Scripture. But if, as 
was ſhewn in fpeaking to the former Mo- 
tive, true and ſubſtantial Holineſs render; 
us like him, we may be aſſured that God 
cannot but love his own Image. The more 
therefore any one reſembles God, the more 
will he be beloved by him. And if we 
conſult the Holy Scriptures, we ſhall find, 
that thoſe that are diſtinguiſhed by the 
particular Favours they received from God, 
the Character and Deſcription given of 
them, is for the moſt Part made up of one 
or more moral Pertues. We ſhall farther 
obſerve, that it is generally expreſſed, 
that the Reaſon why they were thus di- 
ſtinguiſhed and favoured by God, was 
their being eminent Examples of Moral 
Vertue, that is, of ſolid and ſubſtantial 
Goodneſs, Enoch walked with God, that 
is, he kept his Commandments and plea- 
ſed him, and he was not, for God tool: 
him to himſelf to Heaven, Gen. F. 24. 
Noah was @ juſt Man, and perfect in his 
Generation, and Noah walked with God ; 
and being Righteous before God, he was 
reſerved from the Waters of the Floud, 
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which God ſent to deſtroy Mankind for 
their Wickedneſs. Job was a perfect 


Man, and upright ; one that feared God, 
and eſchewed evil, Moſes was very meek 


abc all the Men that delt upon the 
Earth. Cornelius was a devout Man, one 
that feared God with all his Houſe, who 


gave much Alms to the People, and prayed 


70 God always. I might have mention'd 
others, but theſe are enow to ſhow you, 
that Moral Vertue is a neceſlary Part of 


the Character of a good Man, and that 
ſuch only were favoured and beloved by 


God. The Character of Cornelius, Acts 


Io. 1. is made up of the Jeſs weighty, as 


well as the more weighty Matters of the 


Law. The Truth is, they ought never to 


be ſeparated, but aluays go hand in hand. 


Generally ſpeaking, thoſe who conſcien- 
tiouſly practiſe the neceſſary and eſſential 
Parts and Duties of Religion, are ſeldom 
wanting in thoſe that are leſs neceſlary. 


When it is otherwiſe, one has Reaſon to 


fear ſome Defect or other. But then, on 
the other Hand, it is too often ſeen, that 


many ſhew great Zeal for the external 


Duties of Religion, who are remiſs and 
pegligent in the neceſſary and ſubſtantial 
Duties thereof. 1 am inclin'd to think, 
that one Time or other moſt People are 
convinced, that they ought to do ſome- 
thing in Religion; many therefore being 
unwilling to reform and amend their 
5 Lives, 
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Lives, take up with that which appears 
to be leſs uneaſie and troubleſome to 
them, vainly and fooliſhly imagining, that 
they can, by their being zealous in /ztzle 
things, compound with Almighty God for 
omitting the zweightier Matters of the Law. 
But if theſe People would make uſe of 
the noble Faculties God has given them, 
and not abuſe the common Grace of God, 
they could not well avoid being convinced 
of this dangerous Error. For it is plain, 
not only from the whole Tenor of Scrip- 


ture, but from the Reaſon and Nature of 


Things, that God requires us to mortific 
our Luſts, to govern our Paſſions, to be 
regenerate, and become new Creatures, 
and to practiſe univerſal Holineſs and 
Goodneſs, ſeriouſly endeavouring, in the 


whole Courſe of our Lives, to reſemble and 


imitate him, who made us to be happy, 
And all other Duties are of no further 
Value, than as they ſerve to bring about 
theſe great and glorious Ends. 'This is 
neceſſary to our being in any good Degree 
happy in this preſent State, This was 
practiſed, as you have heard, by the 
Saints and Servants of God in the ſeveral 
Ages of the World, who were eminent for 


their Faith, and whoſe Works proved 


that their Faith was true and genuine, 
and pleaſing to God; this made them 
dear to God, and beloved by him. And 
this is indiſpenſably neceſſary to our hav- 


ing 
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ing a reaſonable and well grounded Hope 
of being made for ever happy in the En- 


joyment of him in his Preſence and 
Kingdom. For Heaven is the Portion only 
of the ſanctiſied; accordingly the Purport 
of St. Paul's Commiſſion to the Gentiles 
was, to open their Eyes, to turn them from 


Darkneſs to Light, and from the Porter of 


Satan unto God; and thoſe who were thus 
turn'd and chang'd, were to receive For- 


* giveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them 


IR SONS» es 


© that are ſanilificd thro Faith in Chriſt Feſus, 


Acts 26. 17, 18. The ſame Apoſtle tells 
us, that we are ſaved and called with an 
Holy Calling; that we are choſen to Salva- 
tion, thro' Santiification of the Spirit, and 
Belief of the Truth. We ſee then, my 
Brethren, that it is indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to practiſe the weightier Matters of the 
Law, as well as thoſe of e Moment 
and Concern. If we omit them, we ſhall 
be ſentenced by the Saviour and Judge 
of Angels and of Men, as Hypocrites; and 
we cannot then hope for a better Portion 
than that which is appointed for them. 
I will not ſo far ſuſpect the Judgment, 


or the Attention of this Honourable Aſ- 
ſembly, as to ſpend Time in proving, that 


the Obligation to practiſe theſe moſt ex< 
= cellent and comprehenſive Duties, Judg- 
ment and Juſtice, ; Mercy and Fidelity, 
extends to all; that it lays hold of every 
one, from the Honourable Judges on the 
Bench, to the meaneſt Officers in the 


Court » 


1 


A 2 Judgment, Mercy, aud Þi delity, & c- 
== —8 that beſides the Obligations com- 
8 mon to all, thoſe who appear as Witneſ⸗ 
| FR ſes; or ſerve on the Juries, will have a 
farther Tie upon them from the ſolemn 

Oath: they are to take. If they ſhall 
therefore ſuffer themſelves to be influen- 

s ced by Prejudice or Paſſion, by Intereſt 
or Friendſhip,” or any corrupt Confidera- 

tion, the one to bear falſe Witneſs, or 

be: the other to bring in a Verdict contrary 
Bo to. the Evidence before them, and their 
JS own Condciences ; they offend not only 
5 againſt the great Law of Juſtice, but they 
* moreover bring the Guilt. of Perjury on 
their own Heads. . 
3 To draw towards a Concluſion. | Pet 
_ | FRE what has been deliver d, effectually prevail 
| —_ with us to ſet about doing the zwhole Mill 
of God. As on the one Hand, we muſt not 
neglect the Means of Reli gion, ſo on the 
other, ought we not to reſt in them. Let 
us therefore diligently ſet about the mor- 
tifying our Luſts, and governing our Paſ- 
ſions: Let us ſeriouſſy endeavour to per- 
Fett Holineſs in the Frur of God ; ſo ſhall 
we: be hereafter kalled, and admitted to 
Glory, Honour and Icmortality, in his 
— and Kingdom for ever; which 
that we may all be, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt; 
to whom with the F Ron 11 the Holy 


Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd >. ondur and Glory 
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